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Byrne Discretionary Community Project Funding/Byrne 
Discretionary Grants Program  

Frequently Asked Questions 
 

September 2025 
 
This Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) document pertains to the Community Project Funding 
(CPF)/Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS) appropriations designated for the Office of Justice 
Programs (OJP) under the Byrne heading. These funds are also known as the Byrne Discretionary 
Community Project Funding/Byrne Discretionary Grants Program, hereafter referred to as “Byrne 
Discretionary.” Projects designated for funding were included in the Department of Justice Appropriations 
Acts beginning in FY 2022 and onward.  
 
General Information 

 
1. What is the purpose of the Byrne Discretionary Community Project Funding/Byrne 

Discretionary Grants Program? 

The purpose of Byrne Discretionary is to provide funding for specific community projects 
designated for funding in the Department of Justice Appropriations Acts. Byrne Discretionary aims 
to improve the functioning of the criminal justice system, prevent or combat juvenile delinquency, 
and assist victims of crime (other than compensation). Funding shall be used for the projects in the 
amounts specified under the OJP-Byrne account in the Congressional Joint Explanatory Statement 
(JES), and the project titles are incorporated by reference into the public law. 

Eligible applicants/recipients of Byrne Discretionary funding should refer to the notice of funding 
opportunity (NOFO) under which they applied, or will apply, to receive funding. 

2. How much funding is available under Byrne Discretionary? 

The total funding available varies by fiscal year, and this information is typically provided in the 
NOFO or accessible through the links provided in the Appendix. Grant awards will be made 
only in the amount designated for funding for each authorized project. 

 
Eligibility and Award Amounts 

 
3. Who is eligible to apply for Byrne Discretionary funds? 

Only entities listed as recipients of funding in the Joint Explanatory Statement (JES) are eligible to 
apply for an award under this program. The list of eligible recipients/projects is provided as an 
Appendix to this document, along with the OJP office that will administer the grant award. The legal 
name (or “doing business as” name) associated with the applicant’s unique entity identifier (UEI) as 
registered in the System of Award Management (SAM) must align with the recipient listed in the JES. 
See the Application Submission section for more information. 

4. How were Byrne Discretionary award amounts determined? 

The JES designates a specific amount of funding for each project, and OJP will only issue grant 
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awards for each project in accordance with the specified amount. 

5. We already applied for funding to Congress. Why do we have to apply again? 

Congress appropriated the funding as a discretionary grant, necessitating the grant award application 
process to OJP. OJP must receive a grant application in order to issue the grant award agreement and 
obligate award funds. This is a noncompetitive grant process, with funding exclusively available for 
the designated projects. 

 
Application Submission 
 
6. When are Byrne Discretionary applications due? 

Eligible Byrne Discretionary applicants will receive an invitation to apply for funding along with a link 
to an invitational NOFO. The NOFO will provide key details about the Byrne Discretionary program, 
application requirements, resources, and helpful information on how to apply. Please refer to the 
deadlines outlined in the NOFO under which you were invited to apply. Each OJP office administering 
Byrne Discretionary projects will release a NOFO under the program.  

7. Can I use a different project title when I apply for a Byrne Discretionary grant? 

No. Per the instructions in the NOFO, you must enter the project title in the SF-424 form and in 
JustGrants as it appears in the JES. Further, you will not be allowed to change the project title after an 
award has been granted. 

8. What is the period of performance for Byrne Discretionary grants, and must I expend all funds 
by the end of the federal fiscal year for which funding was enacted? 

There is no requirement to expend funds by the end of the federal fiscal year. OJP will issue the 
award with a project start date the same as the date the Consolidated Appropriations Act was 
enacted, unless a later start date is requested. If you request a later start date, the start date must be 
the first day of a month and cannot be later than October 1 of the next federal fiscal year. Note 
that pre-award costs (costs incurred prior to the start date) are generally not allowable.  

OJP will issue awards with 12-month project periods, but applicants can request up to a 48-month 
project period. Enter a project end date in both the SF-424 and application to correspond to the 
start date and requested project period. 

Costs incurred on/after the project start date, but prior to issuance of an award and approval of 
the project budget by OJP, may be reimbursed but are incurred at the applicant’s own risk, as 
authorized costs will be limited to those approved by OJP.  

9. What is OJP’s timeline for application processing and issuance of awards? 

OJP will expedite the review and approval of Byrne Discretionary applications. OJP typically issues 
award notifications by September 30.  

10. Once awards are made, how quickly will funds be available for use by recipients? 

Recipients will have access to grant funds upon the completion of Award Acceptance in JustGrants, 
completion of registration in the Automated Standard Application for Payments (ASAP) system, and 
submission of additional documentation needed  to address any award conditions that may withhold 
funds. Your assigned OJP grant manager can assist you with addressing any withholding award 
conditions placed on your award, such as for budget approval. 
 

https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/training/training-grant-award-acceptance
https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/resources/asap
https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh296/files/media/document/FINAL_EXT_Awd-Conditions-JARG_072021.pdf
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Allowable Costs and Related Administrative Requirements 
 

11. Are Byrne Discretionary funds limited to only the projects approved by Congress? 

Yes, as mentioned earlier, OJP will issue awards only to fund the specific projects identified in 
the JES, which is incorporated by reference into the appropriation. Further, OJP cannot approve 
a change to the purpose of a grant or project title. 

12. Are Byrne Discretionary funds limited to the specific costs in the budget I submitted to Congress 
when I requested the appropriation for our community project? 

You are not necessarily limited to the specific costs or the budget you submitted to Congress, as the full 
details of your request to Congress were not incorporated into the public law. However, the costs must 
support the project title as appropriated in the law and cannot exceed the amount appropriated. All costs 
must be reasonable and allowable. 

13. Can I use Byrne Discretionary grant funds for any costs I want for the project authorized by 
Congress? 

No. Because these awards will be administered as federal grants, the administrative requirements 
outlined in the Uniform Requirements, Title 2 C.F.R. Part 200 will apply. Additionally, you are also 
required to adhere to the guidelines outlined in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide, which includes 
requirements concerning allowable costs. Consequently, OJP must approve the project budget 
before grant funds can be expended or drawn down. 

14. Are other costs unallowable under Byrne Discretionary in addition to the unallowable costs listed 
in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide and 2 C.F.R. Part 200? 

Yes. In addition to the unallowable costs listed in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide and 2 C.F.R. 
Part 200: 

No funds provided under this program may be used, directly or indirectly, to provide any security 
enhancements or any equipment to any nongovernmental entity that is not engaged in criminal 
justice or public safety. 
 
Per the NOFO, award funds may not be used for the following:  

• Rewards, entertainment, prizes, trinkets, or any other monetary incentives  
• Client/participant stipends  
• Gift cards 
• Food and beverage 

 
15. What are some examples of allowable costs under Byrne Discretionary? 

Given the wide variety of criminal justice projects authorized by law, specific costs for each 
project will vary. Depending on the nature of the project, grant funds could, for example, be 
used for project staff salaries and fringe benefits, supplies or equipment purchases, travel costs, 
subawards to other agencies delegated to complete part of the project, or procurement contracts 
for goods or services needed for the project. This list of general costs is not exhaustive. 
Applicants should develop budgets consistent with their project needs and within the guidelines 
of allowability discussed earlier. See the OJP Grant Application Resource Guide for instructions 
on the application budget. 

16. Our authorized Byrne Discretionary project involves a research and/or evaluation component. 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200?toc=1
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/financialguidedoj/overview
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/apply/ojp-grant-application-resource-guide#apply
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What should I know about OJP’s requirements related to research and evaluation? 

At a minimum, you should consult the OJP Grant Application Resource Guide and the links 
therein related to DOJ’s requirements related to research.   

17. Our authorized Byrne Discretionary project involves a conference/meeting/training. What should 
I know about OJP’s requirements related to using grant funds for these events? 

At a minimum, you should consult the OJP Grant Application Resource Guide and the links 
therein related to DOJ’s requirements related to conferences/meetings/trainings. 

18. Our authorized Byrne Discretionary project involves construction (including expansion, 
renovation, facility planning, site selection, site preparation, and security or facility upgrades) 
and/or chemicals (for forensics use). What should I know about OJP’s requirements related to 
using grant funds for these projects? 

Projects involving construction or chemicals may require additional approvals and actions to 
comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The OJP NEPA web page has 
additional information. Construction projects may also have to comply with “Buy American” 
laws and regulations and will have requirements for reporting on continuing use of the real 
property, in accordance with 2 C.F.R. 200.330.  

19. Our authorized Byrne Discretionary project involves using funds to pay another entity for goods 
or services necessary for the project. Should this cost be classified as a subaward or a 
procurement contract in the budget? 

See the OJP Grant Application Resource Guide and the links therein related to the important 
distinction between subawards and procurement contracts and the administrative requirements 
for each. 

20. Are there any specific requirements for unmanned aircraft system (UAS) purchases? 

Yes. The purchase of UAS is allowable under Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA) programs but 
only with express prior approval from BJA. To request such approval, the recipient (or 
subrecipient, at any tier) must submit to BJA a written certification that only UAS verified by 
the U.S. Department of Defense, Defense Innovation Unit’s Blue UAS Cleared List as not 
manufactured by a “covered foreign entity” may be purchased or operated under the federal 
award and, further, that no modifications or additional accessories may be introduced to the 
UAS. The recipient also, in its submission to BJA, must assure OJP that it has sufficient policies 
and procedures regarding privacy, civil liberties, and information technology cybersecurity 
policies related to operation of the UAS. (Note: A recipient may not make the required 
certifications or assurances on behalf of any subrecipient unless it, or any lower-tier pass-
through entity, has first obtained such certifications and assurances from an authorized 
subrecipient official.) Finally, the recipient may be required to provide additional 
documentation to verify purchase and the related policies for the UAS. Additional information 
and the required certification form may be found here: https://bja.ojp.gov/funding/uas. 

21. Are there any specific requirements for body-worn camera (BWC) purchases? 

Yes. Any agency that purchases BWCs must have BWC policies and procedures in place that, at a 
minimum, reinforce appropriate agency use-of-force policies and training and address technology 
usage, evidence acquisition, data storage and retention, privacy issues, accountability, and discipline. 
Although you are not required to submit these policies and procedures to OJP for review or approval, 
you must make them accessible and provide them upon request. 

https://www.ojp.gov/funding/apply/ojp-grant-application-resource-guide
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/apply/ojp-grant-application-resource-guide
https://bja.ojp.gov/national-environmental-policy-act-nepa-guidance
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/apply/ojp-grant-application-resource-guide
https://www.diu.mil/blue-uas-cleared-list
https://bja.ojp.gov/funding/uas
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BJA offers a Body-Worn Camera Toolkit to serve as a comprehensive clearinghouse for criminal 
justice practitioners interested in planning and implementing a BWC program in an effort to improve 
officer and community safety. 

22. Can Byrne Discretionary funds be used to purchase Rapid DNA instruments? 

Byrne Discretionary funds can be utilized to support Rapid DNA projects only if they fall 
within the scope of the authorized project. The award agreement will include conditions 
related to the appropriate usage of the Rapid DNA instrument, aligned with guidance from the 
FBI. These award conditions may involve the withholding of award funds until a Rapid DNA 
certification is obtained. Recipients of funding for Rapid DNA projects should consult with 
their OJP grant manager regarding any questions about the requirements for utilizing 
Rapid DNA before incurring costs.   

23. Does the requirement for full and open competition for procurement contracts apply 
under Byrne Discretionary, and how do I request a sole source contract? 

The competitive requirements outlined in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide and 2 C.F.R. 200.320 
apply to Byrne Discretionary, except for states/territories and tribes, which must follow their own 
procurement policies. Noncompetitive (i.e., sole source) contracts above the simplified acquisition 
threshold, which is currently $250,000, require prior approval by OJP before recipients (other than 
states/territories) may execute the contract. See the DOJ Grants Financial Guide for the required 
criteria and how to submit this request.  

24. Are indirect costs allowable, and is there a limit on indirect costs charged to the grant? 

Indirect costs are allowable if the recipient possesses a current negotiated indirect cost rate 
agreement approved by its cognizant federal agency or if the recipient is eligible for, and chooses to 
utilize, the “de minimis” indirect cost rate as outlined in 2 C.F.R. 200.414(f). The only limits on 
indirect costs charged to the grant would involve ensuring they do not surpass the approved or de 
minimis rate or are not inaccurately applied to the direct cost base. 

25. Are there any limitations on direct administrative costs? 

Generally, no, but all costs must be documented, reasonable, and necessary for the performance of the 
federal award. For example, see 2 C.F.R. 200.403 of subpart E (“Cost Principles”) of 2 C.F.R. Part 200, 
which will apply to all Byrne Discretionary community project awards.  

26. Are matching funds required under Byrne Discretionary? 

No, there is no match requirement under Byrne Discretionary. If applicants choose to include matching 
costs in their project budget voluntarily and OJP approves the budget, these matching costs will become 
mandatory and subject to audit. OJP advises against incorporating matching costs in the Byrne 
Discretionary application budget, although the proposal narrative can discuss any local funds that you 
plan to contribute toward the project. 

27. What are “supplanting” and “comingling,” and are they allowable under Byrne Discretionary? 

Refer to the definitions of supplanting and comingling in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide and the 
OJP Supplanting Guide Sheet. Supplanting and comingling funds are strictly prohibited under 
Byrne Discretionary. 

28. Can Byrne Discretionary funds be drawn down in advance without limitation? 

No, organizations should request funds based upon immediate disbursement/reimbursement 
requirements. Funds will not be paid in a lump sum but rather disbursed over time as project costs 

https://bja.ojp.gov/program/bwc
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/financialguidedoj/overview
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp&SID=20565992cb0a21bd73e133fc60b2870b&mc=true&n=pt2.1.200&r=PART&ty=HTML&se2.1.200_1320
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp&SID=20565992cb0a21bd73e133fc60b2870b&mc=true&n=pt2.1.200&r=PART&ty=HTML&se2.1.200_1414
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/financialguidedoj/overview
https://www.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh241/files/media/document/Supplanting_Guide_Sheet_508_0.pdf
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are incurred or anticipated. Draw-down requests should be timed to ensure that federal cash on hand 
is the minimum needed for disbursements/reimbursements to be made immediately or within 10 
days. If not spent or disbursed within 10 days, funds must be returned to the awarding agency. See 
the DOJ Grants Financial Guide for full guidance on payments. 

29. When OJP approves the budget for my Byrne Discretionary grant, does that mean all
costs, including those identified as requiring prior approval in the DOJ Grants Financial 
Guide, have received final approval?

No. In general, costs requiring prior approval must be approved in a separate process, and 
budget approval (“clearance”) does not constitute approval of such costs even if they are listed 
in the budget. Requests for costs requiring prior approval must be submitted as a grant award 
modification (GAM) in the JustGrants system. For example, a request for a consultant rate 
agreement higher than the OJP established threshold requires a separate GAM approval prior to 
entering into an agreement. Similarly, a noncompetitive procurement contract (“sole source”) 
over the simplified acquisition threshold must be approved by OJP before entering into the 
contract. The exception to this would be subaward(s) included in your application; for these, 
issuance of an award and approval of budget is considered approval of the subawards(s).

See the DOJ Grants Financial Guide for more information. The OJP grant manager assigned to 
your award will be able to provide additional guidance.

Post-Award Requirements 

30. What are the reporting requirements for Byrne Discretionary grants?

Recipients are required to submit quarterly federal financial reports (SF-425) and semi-annual
performance reports in JustGrants.

Recipients of Byrne Discretionary grants in the amount of $30,000 or more must comply with
applicable requirements to report first-tier subawards (“subgrants”) of $30,000 or more and, in certain
circumstances, to report the names and total compensation of the recipient’s five most highly
compensated executives and first-tier subrecipients (first-tier “subgrantees”) of award funds. The
details of recipient obligations, which derive from the Federal Funding Accountability and
Transparency Act of 2006 (FFATA), are posted under Award Condition: Reporting Subawards and
Executive Compensation on the OJP website.

31. Are there training requirements for Byrne Discretionary grants?

Yes. The individuals assigned in JustGrants as the Grant Award Administrator and the Financial
Manager for the grant award must have successfully completed an OJP financial management and grant
administration training within 120 days after the date of the recipient’s acceptance of the award. The
assigned OJP grant manager for your award can provide additional information on this requirement.

32. Can I request changes to my Byrne Discretionary grant?

Yes, except for requests to change the purpose of the project or the project title as designated in the
JES. Changes to the budget, project scope, and project period can be requested consistent with OJP’s
requirements and limitations detailed in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide. Recipients may also request a
one-time, no-cost project period extension of up to 12 months. Most change requests must be
submitted via grant award modification (GAM) in JustGrants. The assigned OJP grant manager for
your award can provide additional information.

https://www.ojp.gov/funding/financialguidedoj/overview
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/financialguidedoj/overview
https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/training/training-financial-reporting
https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/training/training-performance-reporting
https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/training/training-performance-reporting
https://ojp.gov/funding/Explore/FFATA.htm
https://ojp.gov/funding/Explore/FFATA.htm
https://www.ojp.gov/training/financial-management-training
https://www.ojp.gov/training/financial-management-training
https://www.ojp.gov/funding/financialguidedoj/overview
https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/training/training-grant-award-modifications
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33. What actions must I take when my Byrne Discretionary grant project is complete? 

Upon completion of the grant project, the recipient must fulfill specific requirements during the 
closeout phase, as outlined in the DOJ Grants Financial Guide and the JustGrants closeout training 
resources. 

  

https://www.ojp.gov/funding/financialguidedoj/overview
https://justicegrants.usdoj.gov/training/training-closeout
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Appendix 
I. FY 2024 
The explanatory statement regarding the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2024 (Public Law 118–42) lists 
the designated projects, which the act incorporates by reference, as stated in relevant part, below: 

$350,028,000 is for discretionary grants to improve the functioning of the criminal justice system, 
to prevent or combat juvenile delinquency, and to assist victims of crime (other than 
compensation), which shall be made available for the OJP—Byrne projects, and in the amounts, 
specified in the table titled “Community Project Funding/Congressionally Directed Spending” 
included for this division in the explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the matter 
preceding division A of this consolidated Act. 

  
Public Law No. 118–42, div. C, title II (2024), 138 Stat. 25, 146-47. 

A list of the projects designated for funding in FY24 can be found here: FY24 Appropriations. 

II. FY 2023  
The explanatory statement regarding the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023 (Public Law 117-328) 
lists the designated projects, which the act incorporates by reference, as stated in relevant part, below:  

$229,551,000 is for discretionary grants to improve the functioning of the criminal justice system, 
to prevent or combat juvenile delinquency, and to assist victims of crime (other than 
compensation), which shall be used for the projects, and in the amounts, specified under the 
heading, “Byrne Discretionary Community Project Grants/Byrne Discretionary Grants,” in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

  
Public Law 117-328, div. B, title II (2023), 136 Stat. 4459, 4535. 

A list of the projects designated for funding in FY23 can be found here: FY23 Appropriations. 

III. FY 2022  

The explanatory statement regarding the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2022 (Public Law 117-103) 
lists the designated projects, which the act incorporates by reference, as stated in relevant part, below: 

$184,707,000 is for discretionary grants to improve the functioning of the criminal justice 
system, to prevent or combat juvenile delinquency, and to assist victims of crime (other than 
compensation), which shall be used for the projects, and in the amounts, specified under the 
heading, “Byrne Discretionary Community Project Grants/ Byrne Discretionary Grants,” in the 
explanatory statement described in section 4 (in the matter preceding division A of this 
consolidated Act). 

Public Law 117-103, div. B, title II (2022), 136 Stat. 49, 125. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/4366/text
https://bja.ojp.gov/funding/fy24-byrne-discretionary-projects.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/crec/2022/12/20/168/198/CREC-2022-12-20-pt1-PgS7819-2.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/bills/hr2617/BILLS-117hr2617enr.pdf
https://bja.ojp.gov/funding/fy23-byrne-discretionary-projects.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20220307/BILLS-117RCP35-JES-DIVISION-B.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/117/plaws/publ103/PLAW-117publ103.pdf
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